
Homily Outline Sunday June 26, 2022   13 C 

Scriptures: 1 Kings 19:16, 19-21, Psalm 15, Galatians 5:1, 13-18, Luke 9:51-62 

1. Introduction: Today’s readings take us back to the basics, inviting us to reflect honestly on our 
deepest priorities in life, making them the priorities of God. They ask for total commitment in total 
freedom with the spirit of patient love, saying absolutely “Yes” to Jesus and to the Christian life as a 
true disciple of Christ. 

 Scripture lessons:  

2. The first reading: describes how Elisha committed himself whole-heartedly to answer God’s call to 
be a prophet, in spite of his initial hesitation when God called him through the prophet Elijah.  

“Elisha left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, ‘Please, let me kiss my father and mother 
goodbye, and I will follow you.’ “Go back!” Elijah answered. Have I done anything to you?” 
Elisha left him and taking the yoke of oxen, slaughtered them; he used the plowing equipment 
for fuel to boil their flesh, and gave it to his people to eat. Then he left and followed Elijah as 
his attendant.” 

Elisha destroyed his previous way of life so that there was no chance of going back. But, if you read 
carefully, it would appear that he did go home and would have kissed his father while in the process 
of burning his bridges. 

3. The Responsorial Psalm, (Psalm 16), offers us the refrain, “You are my inheritance, O Lord." This 
Psalm has traditionally been used to exemplify commitment to the ordained ministry or to religious 
profession. But it more accurately reflects the commitment made by all Christians in their Baptism.  

4. The second reading, taken from Paul's letter to the Galatians, reinforces the commitment message 
of the first reading and the Responsorial Psalm; Paul warns that true freedom is not meant to be a 
license for self-indulgence, but as a way to show God and human beings our commitment to God and 
to His service. True freedom is to be free to do the Good. See Rom 6:16-25. 

5. The first part today’s Gospel is Jesus’ teaching on Christian tolerance, given after he had observed 
the angry response of two of his apostles. James and John were angry and asked Jesus to destroy the 
Samaritans by bringing down fire from Heaven when they refused to receive Jesus as a prophet and 
give him hospitality as he travelled through Samaria to Jerusalem.  Why is Jesus tolerant here? 
Because he is merciful and patient, desiring that all possible might be saved. 

6. In the second part of today’s Gospel, Luke introduces three potential disciples who offered lame 
reasons that made Jesus’ call to ministry “impossible” for them to accept, after Jesus had told them 
plainly what the commitment required, and the cost involved. They were found unfit and 
unprepared to follow Jesus as his disciples. We too, are asked to follow Jesus, totally and 
immediately, without any reservation both by giving priority to him and to his cause and by 
surrendering our lives to God in humble and dedicated service to others. 

7. Life messages: As Christians, given what is going on in our culture, we should have the courage of 
our convictions to honor our commitments:  

8. The marriage commitment. The spouses are expected to honor their marriage commitment, that is, 
to remain in mutual love and respect till their death and to raise their children to be zealous 
Christians.  This may be the critical commitment to God in our time, to support the family, marriage 
and children. 



9. The priestly and religious commitment: Priests, Deacons and religious should honor the 
commitment they have made to obey their lawful superiors, to keep their vows and to spend their 
lives serving God’s people faithfully.  

10. The Christian commitment: As Christians, all of us should honor our Baptismal commitment: to 
accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior, to obey his law of love and to bear witness to him through ideal 
and transparent Christian lives.   

11. This is the great struggle of human life.  The Two Ways. 
Deut 30:15-20 “Here, then, I have today set before you life and prosperity, death and doom. If you obey the 
commandments of the Lord, your God, which I enjoin on you today, you will live and grow numerous, and be 
blessed. If, however you turn away your heart and will not listen, but are led astray and adore and serve other 
gods, you will certainly perish… I have set before you life and death, the blessing and the curse. Choose life.”  

 Gal 5:17 – “For the flesh has desires against the Spirit and the Spirit against the flesh; these are opposed… 
  The works of the flesh: sexual immorality, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, hatreds, rivalry, 
  jealousy, outbursts of fury, acts of selfishness, dissensions, factions, envy, drinking, orgies….. 

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness (modesty, 
continence, and chastity).” 

Matt 7:13-14 – the two gates, wide and narrow. “For the gate is wide and road broad that leads to destruction,  
and those who enter through it are many. How narrow the gate and constricted the road that leads to life. 
And those who find it are few.” 

 Didache – “There are two ways, one of life and one of death, but a great difference between the two.” 

12. Key issue addressed in the Old Testament Lesson and in the Gospel is “Are we willing to place all our 
faith in Jesus” or are we trying to split up our commitment conveniently?” A good contemporary model is 
presented by Sherry A. Weddell, Forming Intentional Disciples: The Path to Knowing and Following Jesus. 
And Becoming a Parish of Intentional Disciples. Important books. Competitive situation. 

13. The Samaritans: After the Assyrian conquest, different people were brought into the land. They tried to 
worship the Lord God and their old Gods. But while venerating the Lord God, they served their own gods, 
following the worship of the nations from among whom they had been deported (See 2 Kings 17:24-41). 

   But what is the first commandment? “You shall have no other gods besides me, nor any idols.” 
   This is exactly the position that St. Paul was facing with his Gentile converts (Gal 5:8-11) 

At a time when you did not know God, you became slaves to things that by nature are not gods; but now 
that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how can you turn back again to the weak 
and destitute elemental powers? Do you want to be slaves to them all over again? 

 

14. Jesus is being very clear on the cost of discipleship! See Lk 9:18-58 
     Lk 9:22 – The first prediction of the passion. 
     Lk 9:23-27 – The Conditions of Discipleship. 
     Lk 9:43-45 – The Second Prediction of the Passion. 
     Lk 9:57-62 – The Would-be Followers of Jesus. 

1. Sincere follower – no place to rest his head (perhaps committed to some level of comfort). 
2. Believer but committed to father. 
3. Believer but committed to family. 

“No one who sets a hand to the plow and look back is fit for the kingdom of God.” 

15. Our Challenge today: Jesus needs us to be intentional disciples to stand against the values of the 
world and represent the values of God. This is particularly important in the areas of money, sex and 
power (poverty, chastity, and obedience). It is especially important that our younger generation see us 
seeking the will of God! 

The two questions: 

1. What is the one thing, coming out of this Mass, that I should offer to God at the offering? 

2. What one thing, coming from this Mass, need I do to become the-better-version-of-myself that 
God wants? 


